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What is claimed is: 

1. A method for renting and charging a storage system 
comprising the steps of: / 

reading an used volume from a use management table held 
in a storage system; and / 

sending the read used volume from the/ storage system to 
a charging system. / 

2. The method for renting and charging a storage system 
according to claim 1, further comprisii/g the steps of: 

inputting a used vol ume; and / 

updating said inputted used volume to said use management 
table by users. / 

3. The method for renting and/ charging a storage system 
according to claim 2, further comprising the step of: 

transferring starting information for indicating that 
said user starts using said storage system from said storage 
system to said charging system, 

wherein in response to/ said starting information, said 
charging system starts changing to said user. 

4. A method for renting and charging a storage system, 
in which an owner of a storage system rents and charges the 
storage system to a user /of the storage system, comprising the 
steps of : / 

sending a user identification ID, an initial introduction 
volume introduced by /the user, and an added volume used by the 
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user in excess of said initial- introductipn volume from said 
storage system to a charging system; anc 

adding by said charging system a charged fee of said user 



from said initial introduction volume and said added volume 
based on said user identification ii 



^ 5. The method for renting andr charging a storage system 
according to claim 4, wherein said/initial introduction volume 
and said added volume include at least one of a disk volume and 
a cache volume provided in said storage system. 

6. The method for renting and charging a storage system 
according to claim 4, wherein charging for said initial 
introduction volume i s calculated by compensation for a volume, 
and charging for said added Wolume is calculated by compensation 
for a used volume used_wiihin the added volume range. 

7. The method for renting and charging a storage system 
according to claim 5, wiierein charging for said initial 
introduction volume is calculated by compensation for a volume, 



and charging for said abided volume is calculated by compensation 
for a used volume used within the added volume range. 



8. The method/for renting and charging a storage system 
according to claim/6, wherein charging for said added volume 
is further calculated by compensation for an unused volume used 
within the added/ volume range. 

9. The metihod for renting and charging a storage system 
according to clfaim 7, wherein charging for said added volume 
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is further calculated by compensation for/an unused volume used 
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within the added volume range. / 

10. The method for renting and chfarging a storage system 
according to claim 7, further comprising the step of: 

transfe rring starting info rmation for indicating that 

c " "" / 

said user starts using said storage system from said storage 
system to said charging system, wherein the charging system 
starts charging to the user. / 

11. The method for renting and charging a storage system 
according to claim 8, further/ comprising the step of: 

transferring starting information for indicating that 
said user starts using said /storage system from said storage 
system to said charging system, wherein the charging system 
starts' charging to the user. 

12. The method for Renting and charging a storage system 
according to claim 9, wlyerein charging is started after a 
predetermined period elapses from the point of reception of said 

"sfea-r*Sing~~inf ormatiorTrw s^tf^ 

13. The method far renting and charging a storage system 

/ ^ 
according to claim 9, /further comprising the step of restarting 

charging after a predetermined period elapses from the point 

of reception of said starting information by said charging 
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system. 

14. The methdd for renting and charging a storage system 
according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of 
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reading an unused volume fifom said use management table 

d 
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held in said storage system; 

sending said read unuared^yolume from the storage system 



to the charging system. 



U^"""' 15. The method fo/r renting and charging a storage system 
according to claim 1 /further comprising the step of: doubling 
data stored into s&id storage system (called a first storage 



system) to a second storage system, wherein charging of said 
second storage' system is set to lower than that of said first 
storage systfem. 



16. A storage controller connected /to a plurality of 



divided storage devices for controlling /data transfer from a 
host computer to said storage device, 

wherein said storage controller/ includes a management 
part for managing information that said plurality of divided 



storage devices can be used or 

wherein when said infofmait 
can be used or not is changed, 
said changed information that 
or not and time for said chang 



slaid mana 



e s to 



to ano 



that the storage devices 
'ement part transmits 
ge devices can be used 
ther information processor 



via a network. 

17. A storage controller connected to a plurality of 
divided storage devices for controlling data transfer from a 
host computer to said storage ' device , 
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wherein said storage controller includes a management 
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part for managing information that/ said plurality of divided 
storage devices can be used or npt, and 

wherein when said infja^m^/tiqzi that the storage devices 
can be used or not is changed Y^said management part transmits 
said changed information that Jzp^s torage devices can be used 
or not and time for said chai/ge to^another information processor 
connected to said storagrf controller via a network. 

18. A network system comprising af storage controller 
connected to a plurality of divided storage devices for 
controlling data transfer from a host /computer to said storage 
device and another information processor connected to said 
storage controller via a network, 

wherein said storage controller includes a management 
part for managing information phat said plurality of divided 
storage devices can be used/<5y ^[iot and transmits said changed 
information that the storage devices can be used or not, together 
with time for said chang^f, t/o another information processor via 
said network, and 

wherein based on £lTe^inf ormation transmitted from said 
management part, said another information processor calculates 
charging for use of ysaid storage controller. 

19. A network/ system comprising a storage controller 
connected to a plurality of divided storage devices for 
controlling data /transfer from a host computer to said storage 
device and anotiier information processor connected to said 



storage controller via a neuwork, 

wherein said storage controller includes a management 
part for managing information that said plurality of divided 
storage devices can be used or not and transmits said information 
that the storage devices can be used or not, to another 
information processor via paid network, and 

wherein based on the/ information transmitted from said 
management part, said anot/her information processor displays 
charging information for iis^of said storage controller. 

20. An inf ormation/^jroceskor connected to a plurality of 
storage systems via a/network for monitoring the use state of 
the connected storage systems, 



wherein said 
judgment means for 
addition request fr N 



information processor includes a first 
judgipg whe^fier there is a storage volume 
plurality of storage systems, 



wherein when judging that there is said storage volume 
addition request, said information processor acquires 
information inherent to the storage systems which have performed 
said storage volume addition request, 

wherein said stonage controller has a second judgment 
means for judging, basejd on the inherent information, whether 
storage volume additioi is performed or not, and 

wherein when the judged result of said second judgment 
means, is that the storage volume addition is not performed, 
information to display the notification that the storage volume 
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